DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
in our day have ever read through any profound book on political science.
"A bridge from knowledge to conduct? You don't wish me to discuss Voluntarism, the activity of the will, through which the philosophers since Schopenhauer's time try to explain human conduct and the whole world itself. I am acquainted with these and other theories, but what I consider important is exact and active observation. For such words and quid pro quo's I have no interpretation. What does Voluntarism explain? Nothing. And if you ask what is primary in the life of the soul, I make a distinction between what is of value in itself and what is active, the forward movement, and aLso what expresses the character which belongs specially to the life of the soul (whether it be this or that act of understanding, this or that feeling, etc.). The question whether pure thought, as it is called, leads to action, I answer in the affirmative. Of course, under the concept of thought I understand not merely the mental act of conceiving, but especially judgement and decision.
"In politics conviction leads to action. So from the world of ideas Plato appeared on Athenian and Sicilian soil. His teacher, Socrates, had prepared
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